
upon the continent to unite with her in resubjugating her
rc\oltt'l ..luiuei ill America, und it wa- equally well
known that Li.gland was averse to it. It was well known
that, he--; le grave political considerations, large commer¬

cial iv!ut. us had grown up between England and those

republics which forbade the assentof England to any such
intervention.
England felt herself in this position : If her continen¬

tal all es yielded to the invitation ot Spain, and united
with litr to resubjugate the colonies, it would involve Eng¬
land inevitably in a war with those allies; and thus,
though Eng.and was stimulated by her subjects to recog-
r'i' dependence of the South American States, the
Government was deterred, and hesitated, because it might
drive her iuto a war with the whole continent of Europe;
and tins recognition Mr. Hush had msde a condition pre¬
cedent to any action on his part towards the concerted
declaration. Eventually the subject was dropped between
them an the ground, as set forth by Mr. Canning, that
Mr. ltush had no powers. So much is due to the history
ol t.iat occasion, to show that the I'nited States as a Gov¬
ernment never invited the co-operation of England in the
matter; that when the proposal was assented to in the
modified form admitted by Mr. Hush, it was assumed by
him as .lis act, and without authority from his Govern¬
ment. and that it was never subsequently confirmed by
his (jovernment. Me, as a matter of course, communi¬
cated to h.s Government immediately and fully all that
took place ; aud in on© of his letters, from which 1 uuotc
nn extract, ho told the Secretary of State this :

" Should the issue of thingg bo different, and event*, not- i
withstanding, uruo throaUning the peace of the United States,
or othorwuc seriously to affect their interest in anv way, in

""'J' "h it would still remain
tor the wi-Jom of my Government to disavow my conduct, as

it vvouM manifestly have been without its previous warrant."
Now, I think 1 have shown in the first placc that the

tiuc line ol American policy of avoiding foreign alliances*
was not departed from in that instance; and, secondly
that the Government of the United States not only pre¬
ceded England, but preceded all other Powers in recog¬
nising farst, and alone, the independence of the SouUi
American colonies. These propositions I may assume to
be established.

I come now to the (juestion: to what issue was this
declaration of Mr. Monroe directed? With a very limited
Knowledge of the practices of Governments in their rela¬
tions towards each other, but with some knowledge of
human affairs ar.d human conduct in the relations of the

T r. *PPrt'^en^ Ib&t no principle can be more impor¬
tant to be maintained than that derations made, or

positions assumod by the l'owers of the world to regulate

mi(p i
°'e jnterprototion beyond their legiti-

thirifrj 1 x
M!eal''ng. M'ittt, then, was the state of

A/ ,\.,IC .
declaration by Mr. Monroe was di-

c liy 11 was this, and this alone: It was the
imminently threatened intervention of the allied l'owers
0

r
urt'Pc 10 enforce on the continent of America, in the

affairs of Spam and her colonies, their continental sys-
.m ..legitimacy. It was directed to that, and con-

rica/references. ' *"* 1 ^ b> *

Was that intervention threatened? The first niece of

fa>. V
. Dr0llfhi4Iu. the House of Commons in

in'rh'/ Tg 'C I,0:i,tlon of this Spanish question
in the preceding year, as follows:

$titutiuii'' :>V , ,riTIi. *>§>*** noma inrow oh tho con-

i .
.

.
by Waiich he was trammelled, he would

him :n recovering his transatlantic dominions!'» W°Uldasslit

Hui3 ,XVIIL had been restored to the

Wn r.f rr:iDC° y,th° allied Powers. Ferdinand of

il.
SUme fami'y of Bourbons, was upon his

tior^V'Tr *.eI but Le fettered by the constitu-

n:'h m i i! * ,
attempted to engraft upon the Spa-

p
moL .rchy the free institutions of a representative

s-vr.-, King °r Fr"n" b»j ^zrzzz
Jr< I thousand men into Spain l0 set flM_ T|j(,
ot Spam was calling upon his allies to come to his aid
outcrences were going on ; notes were being constantly

between^h'e^?r ' <J,plo"Btic ,histor.* °f the times show",
'aluffl o/tll iik i'

*mbassador at Paris and the ambas-
-adolt of tut other European Powers at that court . the

gre-s of the'alH^P °f whi'h t0 brin« about a Con-

SnPtionAufi P°Wtr8Vt0 Uke lnt0 considemtion the
u I'tion o> the Spanish throne, and t«» restore its le^iti

mate rule loth at home and ik Spanish^ Imerica M
"

L ougham says that this had been promised by the Einpel
Alexander, upon condition that the King of Smin

homl V
h'°Seh from constitutional government' at

home. Mr Canning told Mr. Rush, as the latter reports

tie«twT »J c®nTer8ation3 *hich took place be-

< h7h$ Z °D ^ 8U JCCt t0 wLich 1 hdve all"Jed, that
' bvthr p0tlce 0f mcrisure3 being in projection
. Vw rt 3 ofEurope relative to the affairs of Spani-h
America, as »oon as the French succeeded in their mili¬
tary movement agaiust Spain.''
nr.a^dTfcrr?eCt,> wel1 that the occasion was im-

V .iJt A- S ever-v rtAISoa to believe that the allied
1 owers of Europe would rally around Spain for the L«-
fh°* °l re8uyag»tmg her colonies. England knew not only

2?£L°°iV0tKUnite With them' bat that shemlS
would

" : ttD^ whenever th" resistance was made, she

Enwpe
" WUh thc wll0lc continent of

nm^gav^ M^FU.h"1 S,'i°TiUtl0D wl,i«h Mr. Can-

xntt<fraTr;h,ch nir.nsriri^ro
U I'J Mr. Rash to hit Government

M, °u»h ^"7,««7n 'iT'f'T S'T,k"° 1 b>

>.«nzx °The,J,'i:\rrf:-""^b"
«r.J, on looking b«k to it

"
,U,.TT ' *k*"

"Srfr.r
..a i..
gaage:

expressions sedulously guarded. uZ is his Ian-'

u^Z'.°££,Sf,t5'Zl",h; «

to declare that weXuld eoLider^nv^h " *D l

to extend their .j-.too. to anrtr'on of tTV*^^
daagerou, to ouTpcaee *nd ZtS£» hemupbere »,

sphcle".ul lfeir f)at:m t P°rtion of thin hemi-

&&»&sigssm
" With the existing colonics or dependencies of any Euro¬

pean Power we Lave not interfered, and shall not interfere.
But with the Government* who bare declared their inde¬
pendence, and maintained it, and whose independence we
have, on great consideration and on just principle#, acknow-
ledged, we could not view'nny interposition for the purpose of
oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their
destiny, by any European Power, in any other light than as
the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward* theUnited State*."

He then went on to speak of our policy in regard to
Europe It was one of disconnexion and alienation. He
referred to the system of the allied Powers on the conti¬
nent of Europe, and concludes as follows:

*' Bat, in regard to these continent*, circumstance* arceminently and conspicuously diff-rent. It i* impossible thaithe allied Power* should exten.l their political system to anyportion of either continent, without endangering our peaceand happine**; nor can any one believe that our Southernbrethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their ownaccord.
" It i* equally impossible, therefore, that we should behold*uch interposition in any form with indifference."
As I rcfid this matter, the true hiatory of the occasion

was this : There was imminent reason to believe that the
Powers of Continental Europe would come to the aid of
Spain to reaubjugate her colonies in 8outh America, then
independent, and admitted to be so by the United States.
England, conscious that when the time camc a necessitywould be imposed upon her to Interpose, bad not yet in¬
terposed. The United States had acknowledged the in¬
dependence of the South American Government*, in 1822;England had not yet done no in August, 1H23, when the
conversation from which I have read took place between
Mr. Hush and Mr. f anning; and when Mr. Rush pressedit upon England, as a preliminary to the proposied union,
that England should recognise their independence, the
matter was waived on the part of the British Secretary,and thcwhole affxir was communicated to the Government
of the Uuited States by our Minister.
What followed? The Government of the United States

took that step tinply. which it had been proposed on the
part of the British Government t)«at the two Governments
should take jointly. It was a declaration made sgainst
the purpose, on the pnrt of the allied Powers, to bring
their "political tyttem" to thia continent. It was narrow¬
ed and confined to that, and that alone. Bid it have
itJ effect? I will tell you what followed.

Id December, 1828, a* 1 find in looking at the political
history of the day, a formal request was made by the
Government of Spain to certain of the allied Powers to
carry into exocntion that purpose against which the pro¬
test of .Mr. Monroe was directed.a request to those
Powers that they would aid Spain in re-establishing her
WyUxmn'r authority over the revolted colonies of Spanish
America. Here it is. It ia a letter from the Prime Min.
$st«r of the King of Spain to his Majesty's Ministers at
Paris, St. PeUrsburgh, and Vienna, dated December 20,1*23,'in these words:
" His M ljesty, confiding in the sentiments of bis alli<«,

hopes that they will assist bin* in accomplishing the worthy

ibjoct of tijiho/di' lit priui pic* of OKDKR and LhOITItlACY,
.he subversion «l winch, once ootuuieueod in Auieriea, would
jrosently coiniuutiieuto to Europe; and that they will aid him,
it the name time, in rc r.-Uihk.-hing peace between this divi-
liou of the globe and its colouiea."
The invitation was baaed upon a mutual recognition by

hose sovereigns of u concerted duty to acknowledge no

jovernments but such as were based on hereditary and
egitimate descent, So far, the obligations of litis alliance
jud been confined to the continent of Europe. With its
operation there Mr. Monroe disclaimed all purpose of in-
erference, but protested agaiust its extension to either
;ootineat of America, us " the manifestation of uu un-

Irieiidly disposition toward* the United States," and
" dangerous to our peace aud safety."
That message effected its object. Ituverted the threat¬

ened interposition ; and in proof of it we have, first, the
broad fact that they never did interpose; that the invita¬
tion of Spain was declined. The allied Powers never came

to her aid. We have, secondly, the high testimony borne
to the 'fact by Mr. Brougham in the British House of
C«inwon! in the succeeding year, (1824,) when he used
this language :

.' The tjueiftion with regard to South America," said Mr.
Brougham, " was now, ho belioved, disposed of, or nearly so;

for an event had recently happened. than which no event had
ever di-porsed greater joy, exultation, and gratitude over all
the freo men ot Europe: that event, which was decisive on

the subject, was the language held with respeet to Spanish
America iu the speech or message of the President of the
United States- to Congrest."

I shall not detain the Senate longer. All that 1 desired
to do wus to show, first, that there was nothing to be
found in the history of this occasion showing any depar¬
ture from the established policy of this Government to
tcfraiu from all foreign alliances whatever; secondly,
that the declaration of Mr. Monroe was guarded in its
terms, and was designedly confined to the occasion then
existing.the apprehension that the Powers of Europe
would endeavor to establish their " continental system "

upon the continent of America.
I had a further object: to call upon the Senate nnd the

country to prevent injustice to the memory of the great
departed statesman whose act it was ; to disclaim extend¬
ing his language beyond its true import and its true mean¬

ing.* You may establish a principle, if you please, that
European Powers shall not l» permitted to do this, that,
or the other, ou this continent; but establish it ns your
owii principle, and not as Mr. Monroe's. The act of Mr.
Monroo was coulined to a single object:' the prevention
of the intervention of the allied Powers of Europe to re-

store the colonial possessions of Spain on this continent,
because their revolt was a >.'¦«». »r AiU »®«ibUali«sd

| dogma oi toe legitimacy of Icings.
There can be no doubt that if the United States had

not, by the message of Mr. Monroe, in December, 1823,
made such a declaration, England would have been driven
to do from necessity what the United States had done from
choice. The people of England would never have per¬
mitted their Government to stand by indifferently and see
the continental policy established between Spain and her
colonies on the continent of America. But the fact re¬

mains, that the United States went into it alone aud in
advance.
The invitation of the 2Gth of December, 1823, given by

the Spanish Minister to the various European Powers to
come to the rescue of Spain, was of course made known
to England, though the invitation was not addressed to
her. It was understood that there was to be this meeting
of the allied Powers upon the continent of Europe, to which
England was not invited ; but when it came to her knowl¬
edge, Mr. Canning immediately gave them to understand
tbat such an act on the part of the allied Powers would
be instantly followed by a recognition of the independence
of South America on the part of Englaud.

All that I have wished to attain on this subject is to
show that the doctrines of Mr. Monroe, adverted to by the
honorable Senator from Michigan, and embraced in his
resolution, was confined to a single issue, and that issue
was the intervention of the allied Powers of Europe be¬
tween Spain and her colonies, in order to establish their
continental system, and to insist, ns I do insist, that,
taking it as the doctrine of Mr. Monroe, we cannot ex¬
tend it one hair's -readth beyond that. We may estab¬
lish a new doctrine if we please, but that will not be the
Monroe doctriue.

In the same message of ^823, Mr. Monroe declared, as
an additional policy by this Government, that the Ameri¬
can continents were not thereafter to be considered as fit
subjects for European colonization. I do not mean to go
into that now. It is true that enunciation was made in
the same message of 1823, but it was connected with a
different matter, and asserted in a different manner. I
do not mean to go into that now, though I shall probably
have occasion to do so some time before the debate closes.

NEW ZEALAND.

In u rocent number of the Courier dtt Etafs
Unit we find some remarks relating to this region
which we have regarded as worthy translation aud
a place in our columns.

T'ae recent discovery of ricb beds of gold in Australia
(the writer in the Courier says) attracts attention to the
other islands of the Pacific. By the occupation of the
Marquesas, and by assuming the protectorate of Tahiti,
FR.txra tuL* obtained a »are footing in these latitudes.
But England, on her part, long since prepared there a

permanent establishment by colonizing New Zealand. If
we may credit the English writer, the three islands which
hare receded ti-is name are destined to become an indus¬
trious and commercial centre, and "to occupy the same

place in the Southern >eas that Great Britain occupies in
the Northern." However this may be, England has in a
few year« succeeded in rendering accessible this country,
which we knew only by tragical histories, the adventures
of the Dutch navigator Tasman, the treachery of the na¬
tive* toward Cook, or the massacre of Capt. Marion.

' Situated on the other aide of the equator, in the same
latitude as Naples, and at some days' voyage from Aus¬
tralia, New Zealand offered wonderful advantage* to Eu¬
ropean colonists. It* extent is almost equal to that of
Great Britain. The climate, tempered by the vicinage of
the sea, is favorable to the raising of cattle and to the
cultivation of all the products of warm countries. The
soil, watered by navigable rivers, is fertile and woody.
Copper is taken from it in abundance, and very recently
coal has been found almost at the surface. But,, to re¬
verse the medal, the inhabitants are intractable, ferocious,
and in fact anthropophagous, (cannibal.)

It is not fully and generally understood what New Zea¬
land has become in the hands of the English. England
wisely encourage- in all part." of the globe the enterprises
and establishments of her own people. Twelve years
sincc private societies were organized at London for the
colonization of New Zealand. The Government first pro¬
tected them and then absorbed them. It did every thing
to increase emigration, and especially to facilitate the
passage of useful emigrants; -and it sometimes even took
upon itself the whole expense of their transportation.
Centres of colonization were soon formed in New Zealand,
roads were opened, the soil was cleared, and cities arose:
Auckland, the capital, the residence of the Governor;
Wellington and New Plymouth, in the Northern Island;
and Nelson, Canterbury, and Otogo, in the Central Island.
Some of these settlements are' composed of from six to
seven thousand inhabitants, and the entire European po¬
pulation is now about 40,000 souls, a number fully suffi¬
cient to keep in awe the 120,000 natives of the interior of
the islands.
The natives, whom travellers represent as real caunl-

bals, have, like the soil, felt the influence of cultivation.
According to the English official documents, many of them
have been converted to Christianity. These know how to
read and write; they cultivate thet* fields or work at trade.*,
carry on busine** in the little vessels which belong to
them, wear clothes from London, and.who would believe

' there are some who regularly buy and read the morn¬
ing newspaper: Wherorer the English [but more uni¬
versally the Americans] attempt an establishment, theyimmediately i«sue a newspaper. We need not thereforebe surj.ri.ed to find some of them at Naw Zealand. Wewill mention the "Government Gazette," at Auckland;the "Southern Cross, * the " New Zealander," the " Wel¬lington Independent," the "Nelson Examiner," and the" Littleton Times,- which vie in celebrating the virtuesof the native- and the future greatness of the colony.Leaving out of view the exaggerations of British pride onthe subject, we nevertheless find the wealth of New Zea¬land constantly increasing by the influx of rich emigrants.In 1848 only 12. per«(t), bought farms; In 18-V) there
were 828; and in 1861, T'jg,
The exportation by the colony of provisions, wool, me¬tals, and timber did not amount to one million francs (or$200,000) in 184G. It arose in 1800 t0 2,200,000 francsand in 18-31 to 8,200,000.
These developments give presage of others still moreconsiderable.
Tnw. Horsr " warranted to «Und viTthonl Ulac " which aman bought nt auction the oth-r day, ii offered for khIc bythe purchaser, with the guaranty t|.,t ..he, wUl n(>t

'

without whipping. .Ho*Ioh Pott.

SPEECH OF MR. STEPHENS,
u4" UEuRcilA,

In Defence of Mr. Conein against the Winnie of
bemy improperly connected uith the Gardiner Claim.

House or Rki'Bksbntativm, January 18, i86:j.
The House having under consideration the motion to

rocouimit the bill to prevent frauds oil the Treasury.
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, said : The bill un<ier con.

sideration, Mr. Speaker, is reported by the s«W, . ,

nnttee of this House appointed to investigate the Gardiner
cluun. 1 do not see any connexion which it has with the
business submitted to that committee It ?

before House anomalously. , i.
"

h.
got here by unanimous conse.t. The committee certainly
had no authority from this House to renort it I """"J'

the bill, therefore, is concerned, I L7trea!it
dependent measure before this House, as if reported bv
any individual; and I shall not connect its merits with
the investigation of the Gardiner claim, for I see no le
gitimito connexion between it and the subject referred to
hat committee for investigation. The bill, I believe is
in substance the same as one introduced into the Senate
by a Senator from North Carolina, (Mr. BaJ,? ,!
the remarks which I shall make upon its merits i sliaU
necessarily, hi noticing the topics of discussion which
wis given rise o, introduce some of the subject* which
the gentlemen have alluded to in the progress i

but.. Th. gentleinuu from )
.wlj0' 1 J»U«Te, ad<lre«»ed the eoinmiiee first

upon this .subject, and whose speech is reported1 r r u

hrst time in the (Jlobe of this morning seemst Jn i
he report of this bill by that commUtee a! !>«!« .

his original remarks iu relation to the Secretarl
Treasury (Mr Corwin.) 1 do not so conride^ 11
not consider that there is any thing in the renort *t ti

committee which can justify such an inference. I take
his occasion to state to this House that I think thJinves
ligation and report of that committee fully and conpletelv
txonerates the Secretary of the Treasury from 3mt im
pioper connexion with the Gardiner claim which 4e Ven-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. Olds) seemed to enter tin the
opinio. or suspicion that ho held. I notice the f, lowiw

brief
. °"J 1 ».

lent character of this claim ti f
^ 8u."P?ctot,> fraudn-

sftsiiarffi srsHSf I
be construed TntT^eJ a cLrge.»mPMle<^e reS°,Ution' C*a

as mado

has h^rex^eV^nd'cVawf A fTw Lhcir Ga,Phiniem
of the American people hn*r -' 'T[e th thu execration«

tunl infmny. But Corwin «\m e(! hisnaasports to perpe-

Julvupouentirthatanoathrtat,0.n fr°ma Hpeedl »n

ineiUt.,1, ,0^ e^LSTtT^SS.1"S
""7'. ,h"""olutio, ,2r^' "J

<" 1» Een-
no* before the House to sov iLm ! ? l'r,'P«r<"i

back *^ t®-es this expression

at the time*! offer'ed'titis resoh,^"1 'f 1 m°J°

to make tto ,Zh clVuv0^thlT° / i,"tn'ieJ

Mr. Stephens Ti!?n ,u
Hoase br ,nv^tigation.

them back, or "modifv them *1* £elUtllnmn does ,i0t take

They were rernTrV * ,1 he shoul< makt> them good.
the countrv- before thTs8 J- L'm inthis ,Iousc «®

the reasons fZZ, .

8 C1°muuttee . raised, as one of,

S^ren^tt2 *f
. *Kfth,
discuss the merits of thenJ i-

PurP<>sc at all to

it was founded in j us tice
? that is« whether

fraud from ^gnJZ to'eZ rt't ^ U fabricated

the investigating cofnmitt^' ? ^ n0t CVeU before

ever, from reading the ien^rt of ?)" t0- 8tate' hoW-

fully, I coucur wit), ti .k
investigation care-

that committee to inS,. a treferred to

report is concerned Is now ulf1 »T Cu' 80 ^ a, their

Corwin a) .. \ *ron tie Hou8«, is his (Mr.
the verv reJ.W« ir nf!XIOn wiil declaim : because

tLer-ed

that fraud'ultn-'d^f. h««1CK°n 0p°E ,he Public mind

Claim
the

Th..m. Corwin, Seerterror li^T U. ,u,P*«*d Uiat

i«rl9 connected: Tlt-refurP Treawry, ha* been imp)0~

Gardiner io wt >,-n\n,i r ? i
counwil or a^ent of naid

hit fee iateretl; to whom and f-Vwh*^'^en,tiVD he di»porid of

posed of-hu OBt.fmrth £ri^£S*mi0* »».

vhichZrTLT1"01*- °°nnected with the claim of

is the only ^uestVn ^ WeH °Ii?7d atUcb<^ 10 iL Th»«

the committee r L ' °*8 Dot tb" ^port of

"Vcretlrv nft'^r^ C°Dn"ion »» on the part of the
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MD,Ufe nP°n the committee

me IU ^1, ?U ra . *« least it so rtrork

Proring^or^tenXn b?f"r* th#

had any knowled/ that ch.' u ^ Thonuu Corwin

fraudulent, or that false tr.i'm
""a

,
*B,d Gw"d,n«r *ai

..-v,izssszzzz'srs**-^
that Mrt'orwinwT th?eom"""+< 'bows conclusively

.fte'r- this claim

mittee say that theJ iJ/.M Tre""7 = «nd the com-

to,ho*," that even as a pri -IterfSL « ^ ^ tmdm'J
an attorney hp ,/f citJsen, in his vocation as

is nothing, then, conneetW "mV't*" tbefrau,J- There

the claim But »avv th.- ,'»! orw,,n ""properly with

reported this bill. Vow *?. !* u*"/
-peak briefly, l^aii.e this bill .1' } 7>tib t0

authority conferre>i .n »k
" reported by any

the case before them I do n^TT^'i B01; ',OM U touot'

E'W 1?;; z/cizn
been ». neeeaaitf ,0r ,DJ ,<cU|
delinquency.

Hir, the founders of our Government, in one of the first
act* passed byCongress nfter the organization of the Go-
Ternment, sufficiently protected the Treasury of tlie Uni¬
ted Stnten in this particular. If Mr. Corwin acted impro¬perly, you need pas* no new law for others ; you can now
prosecute him, and visit upon him the punishment he de¬
serves ; you need not let him pass from defect of the l»w.
I call the attention of the House to the act creating the
Treasury Department in 1789, to show that there is no

necessity for this bill to meet any future cane similar to
that then before the committee. I read the eighth sec¬
tion of that net:

"Sec. And b*.1t further ntarfrtl, That no person appoint¬ed to any office instituted by this act «hall, direet'y or indi¬
rectly, be concerned or interested in carrying on the lysines*
of trade or commerce, or be owner, in whole or in pnrt, of any
sea VMsel, or purchase by himself or another in trout for him
any jmblic lands or'btber public property, or be concerned in
the purchase or disposal of any public *rr,iritir> of nny State,
or of the United fit'itc*, or take or apply to his own use, or
emolument, or gain, for negotiating or transacting any busi¬
ness in the said Department, other than what shall be allowed
by law ; and if any person shall offend against any of the pro.bibilions of this act, he shall be (Wined gurlty of a high mis¬
demeanor, and forfeit to the I'nited Stntv* the penally of
three thousand dollars, and shall, upon conviction, be remov¬
ed from office, and forever thereafter incapable of holding anyoffice under the United States," Ac.

8ir, if Mr. Corwin, as Secretary of the Treasury, was
" improperly connect*!" with this claim against the
Treasury, as charged, here is a law of the country that
has been in existence since 17M, under which you can
proceed against him, and by which you can not only dis-
place him. but disgrace him forever. If, therefore, the
committee undertook to recommend this bill to meet Mr.
Corwin's case, 1 beg to inform them, and the gentleman
from Ohio^ that their wotIc is but an act of supereroga¬tion. Here is a law qnite sufficient for them or him to
act upon. My object, sir, is to disconnect t'.ds bill, uponwhich I intend to speak hereafter, entirely from the mat¬
ter and cose referred to that committee. But 1 wish to

cPommhe»Jlfa,r r.emr\a Ht>on tbe facta sported by that

debate
' * wblcb hu^C beeu commented oil in the

wMtoh.'!P2*k?» these *re- tbttt M*. Corwin,
as an mi

" *"'ator °J l^e United Slatea, was employed
indicate el"i^ r.e tbe Board of Commissioners to ad-

claiinuut 11 nil"n '\griSJ Mexico in behalfof Gardiner, a

ill hi*nin\ 0 to®'1 au latereit by assignment
S.»uTci.Jig rr" *. ,M,i- Th'
was malum ,,, 5 .1, *

M) ar8u«d yesterday tbat it

of ConirroHs ?</¦' & '* WaS *rwV for a member

befureanv «.irK. ?.Pear tta "" attorney for fee or reward

S[f017 ,M at"buef1- Ja that right in that

itself ami H
' 18' ' ^orw'n did something wrong in

H. ro.?r u"T" 0eu8ur® lf not- lie i" certainly above
Let ua refW t

eve" .the W>rt fastidious in what he did.
Let us refer to our history on this subject. Every gen-

rr1h°hcHr8 m®,kn^ws that u »d usufti. u»(i I'fen

members
°f °V" '<>r Senators and

reward or , ,, . ¦?. *° aPPear M counsel for fee and

eWZ^TPertl0n- before lhe Supreme Court of

be Unibn hSr ai>pCUr bcfore ai^ of the courts of
a?d beforo commissioners appointed to a.ljudi-

hU it C J t0 t]TV tribunals as

our Ke^lutln'^ w1 1 bcheve lbat. even anterior to

^ L to rJo^rV * r«nkll» did not consider it malum

colonies before thCS U act "M agent for several of the
colonies before the proper departments of the govern
men of the mother country, Great Britain. He was the

SXf^°f Pennsylvania, then of Massachu¬
setts, and ot Georgia, perhaps others of the colonies I

K whichh'T that ther° i8 notbin« in the thing
itself which, by the general consent of our countrymen

g' acting as counsel or attorney or agent for proper
compensation in such a capacity. J believe it b , his
torical fact that, after the Jay treaty, there was a com

2rsVrofideUtlCfdf0rt^ ^"^nand settlement^
tor 1k'vm in Vi that treat*. a«J that the ablest at-

boad thu J0",?! that time aPPearc<I before the

Congress
C0n3^»tuted; amongst them members of

Again, nt the close of the last war with England under

hnt!I M n' R fimilar board Wlls constituted. The ce!e-

»nfeh! 1 v "7'1of tbe Statc °f Maryland, a distiu-

honor fnTfm r
»

body.an honor to his State, an
honor to his country.a man whose eloquence wnaier-
haps never surpassed.a man whose integrity never wL
questioned so far as I know ; he, sir, appeared, as l am

t#e #
commission. and argued important

cases as attorney for parties in interest. Who ever heard
his conduct questioned ? Who ever heard an imputation
cast upon his character for thus advocating the rights of
hose who sought the aid of his legal counsel? I give
him as one instance among others. But further still- I

C 'LPWi ?,f<,froni which it appears that the

the United^/ L ». wbil?bc wa« Vice President of
the United States, received fees for prosecuting with
others, a claim before one of the departments; others
were engaged with him in the same case, members of
Congress, of the highest character and the strictest pu¬
rity. How can men thus employed be said to be cmplo?
ed against the Treasury of the. United States ? In most

Sriall'rL0-017 qUeSft-i°n1i3> Wh0 amonS ^veral claim¬
ants shall receive a particular fund ?

which Sin??® d°Wn even,t0 this Tcry tr>b«nal before

w ,i Lt t 1 1agreed t0 aPPear as counsel. He
was not the only member of Congress who appeared or

agreed to appear there as counsel. And if tl.Vre was

w^fh othrr7"/'r0/T m b's connexion with it, was it not so

SXHn me,Pllbc" of Congress ? Mark you, I do not

V nf tl
SC fi 3 y W?y of castine imputations upon

any of the gentlemen whom I shall name, but I do not

¦"f.v",his k"u',0
sion to go before this country, or that Mr. Corwin, who is a
distinguished lawyer, shall be made a scape goat of by
any gentleman upon this floor. Mark you, that the whole
charge tiutained is, that Mr. Corwin, 1chile a Senator was

employed by l)r. Gardiner to represent his claim as one

amongst other latct/er* before the Board of Commissioners,
tor the testimony is conclusive that, perhaps, knowinc
the statute of 1789, which I have rea-J, if from no other

before I*"! disconnected himself from that relation

sury
assumed the position of Secretary of the Trea-

But the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Olds) says that the
transfer of his interest was all a farce. Well, if so, the
issue is between him and his committee. They do not

71 11 WaS a ^rCe" The witne88PS ar* nnhnpeach-
, anid they swear that it was an unconditional transfer of

nxl.his interest in the claim. Iam bound, therefore so
to consider it. Well, then, sir, was Mr. Corwin the only
i stmguished Senator who appeared as counsel before
that commission. I have not seen the docket, but I
speak from information which has been communicated to
me and which I have no doubt is correct. I am inform¬

al that the honorable Senator from Missouri (Colonel
Bkntos) appeared in a case there. I am informed that
the honorabH! Senator from Louisiana (Mr. Socle) an-

,\Ca8° thcrG; 1 Mieve that the honorable
Dan.el Webster appeared as Mnsel there in two cases

L rir»Kr*bl#,Mr.- B,b,gut' a Senator from Indiana, ap¬
peared there also in four cases, as I am informed. Whe¬
ther those gentlemen appeared for fee or reward I do not

thTi 1 If>»«»wrtoth« House; and mark rne again
that 1 do not intend to cast any imputation upon any gen-
tltman, because I do not consider myself that there was

.»/ wrong in it There m 1.̂
.een the custom of the country from thn li»g;nulnf rur

fcold.og such positions to act in such capacity. But
I am informed that the honorable Mr. Howard, of Texa?

2T1. * r U,VtC^mis9ion iu bchalf of -ome cfa?m'-
! ^o»«»ble Mr. Ewixo, of Tennessee, who

was then, but not now, a member of this House, oppcar-
ed there as counsel, or represented some party as I am

ttog
nbit Mr 1Jid

i»
Geor«i* '¦

. .Mr; ""'""'i »'. 1 .I"'" be el»J 1» to correct-

is I have statt^T ^formation received from others,

ment IMrmit me' then' t0 make a brief ®tate-
nent. J) "en the Mexican commission assembled, one of
my constituents banded me his memorial, with the request

would send it to the commission, with the proofs
accompanying ,t. I did so send it. My constituent then

- nd at end u SF" ?^ Cotnmis8ion' necessary,
and attend to the ease. Action was had upon the case
but I never appeared before the commission. I only in¬
quired of one Of the commissioners what action had "been
H1 upon. £ I received no compensation for it what-

n»i1 a"ei?de<1 the business as I would attend to
any other business of my constituents. But I did not ap-
pear as counsel in the esse.

Mr. Jo.r, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the gentle¬
man from Missouri this question: Did you ever receive
any compensation for your action before this commission ?

,.,.r li 1 |HELP'-' UOt appear l>efor® that board at all,
| nor did I receive any compensation for filing the memo-

m^.ItjJ^WAED* As,the Kentl^man from Georgia has
nu t oned my name in this connexion, I desire fo statc

fiUI I ? con"tlt"e,,t'; of mine sent cases to me which 1
filed before the board. I presented them, however, with¬
out hav.ng exacted or received any compensation.
T. .» did'Z-!' u r !lUn1der8tnnd the g^tleman from

tas did appear before the board, but received no com¬

pensation for »t.
1 wiU tha» I received petitions and

papers made out, some of which I corrected, and one pe-
t tion I redrafted signed them as counsel, and presented
them before the board, but I never received any compen
sation nor charged any. 1 have never charged or receiv¬
ed any pay for business which I here attend to before
tlte Departments.

While 1 am up, however, I will state that I do not my¬
self consider an appearance before such a board as any¬
thing improper in itself. I agreed to this report, how¬
ever, because I think it Is better for the representatives
and the country that members of Congress should not ap¬
pear before such commissions, and not because I consid¬
ered such an appearance as anything improper in itself.
I shall take occasion to state my reasons for this opinion
before the debate closes.
Mr Mtsptikii*. What I was Informed then is true, that

these gentlemen did net as counsel before this board. Mr.
Piiblps did not appear before the board in person, bccause
it was not necessary; but, as the papers presented by
them were for constituents, they did not charge or receive
any compensation for their services. On that point, as 1
stated, I was not informed as to either or any of the gen¬
tlemen named by me.

Mr. Tk tLi's. 'I did not appear before the Board at all.
I merely banded in the papers.
Mr. ftTBPiiriis. The gentleman did not appear, be¬

cause it was not necessary. I presume thore.is no ques¬
tion that neither of these gentlemen received any compen¬
sation for their services. But the gentleman from Texan
very correctly states, in my opinion, that it was nothing
unusual or improper in members of Congreoi in appear¬
ing before such a board as counsel for compensation.

Mr. Staktow, of Tennessee. Will the gentleman allow
me to make a statement ?

Mr. Btephms. Be brief.
Mr. Stakto*. I do not know whether the gentleman

from Georgia has my non*e as appearing before this com¬

mission or not, but I did appear there, Tn one case for a

constituent of mine, wbo employed me as his counsel, and
paid me for it. I drew his memorial and presented it
before the board. I did not think the commission allow¬
ed him half as maoh as he was entitled to, but he paid
me in accordance with his own proposition.

Mr. 8tiph**». I did not have the gentleman's name;
and it is very possible other member* of Congress appear¬
ed about whom 1 have no information.

Mr. Stahtow. I will state further, Mr. Speaker, that
I have attended to business for my constituents and others,
a thousand timet, and never received a cent for my »er-

vices, and never V->uld receive a cent, although money
hats been repeated'y o/fer«d me. .

Mr. Stjsphkns. It se«ru»». then, that tii# .two gentle¬
men, Mr. Howabd and Mr. J'uku*#, happened W h»ve the
papers of constituents, in consideration of which ibey ui
iiot charge them for their service* ) but if the pap*"* U»d
been presented by others, according to the statvMUt or
the gentleman frpm Tennessee, (Mr. Btantow,) and 0*
the gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Howabi>,) they would
have considered it nothing improper to have appeared b«-
fore that commwoion, any more than to- have appeared
before the Supreme Court as counsel.

. . ..Now my poiut was, to show from the wh«>le legislative
history of the coautry that such a connexion has never
been deemed improper; that there is no legislation against
it. This, I think, I have established. The oaly depart¬
ment of the Government in relation to which s«eh & con-
ni-xion is prohibited by law i# that of the Treasury, i hat
is the only Depart rent in which public officers are pro¬
hibited from holding suoh a relationship. In the War
DepMrtiuent there is no law against either the head ol it
or any subordinate being interested in a claim, or prose¬
cuting a claim pending before the treasury. In the-State
Department there is no such prohibition, or in any ether
Department. Here, and in this connexion, I beg to- call
the attention of the House to the investigation which was
had in 1837, before the memorable committee of Mr. W ise.
You recollect, perhaps, that amongst other charges of
impropriety preferred by Mr. Wise, was, that the heads
of some of the Departments were speculating in the pub¬
lic lands, and with having interest in and With proseou-
tinji claims against the Government. The position of
General Jackson, and of the party then in power, of which
he was emphatically the head, was, that there wan no law
agaitut it, and that if the head of any of the Departments,
except the Treasury, or any of the officers of the Govern¬
ment, had a claim against the Government, or was dis¬
posed to invest his money in speculating in the public
lands, that it was no well-grounded charge against the
integrity of such officer. 1 have the report of that com¬
mittee before me, with the remarks of Mr. Wise upon it
These papers, I think, fully sustain this position.
The Secretary of State was charged at that tune with

being largely interested in a land company in the State
of Alabama. Witnesses were put upon the stand, and
questioned as to that fact. The question was so modified
and restricted as to make the witness answer whether the
Secretary of State had been interested in any land specu¬
lations " contrary to law." There was no law against it,
and the question was not permitted to be propounded
touching the matter without this modification. The in¬
ference was clear that he was, or if ho was, that it was his
legal right to be, so interested.

Well, sir, with this distinct allegation as to the Secretary
of State, what said General Jackson to this committee? " If
you are able to point to any case where there is the slight¬
est reason to suspect corruption or abuse of trust, no ob¬
stacle which I can remove shall be interposed to prevent
the fullest scrutiny by all legal means." This he saul to
Mr Wise. He had specified the speculations of the Secre¬
tary of State in public lands. Hut that was no case of
" corruption aud abuse," in the opinion of Gen. Jackson,
because it was not agaiust any law.

General Jackson held that there was no corruption in
the charge, if true, because there was no law against it:
and his friends in this House on the couimittcc would not
allow the question to be put.
And I say, sir, you must first define crime before you go

hunting criminals. You must first proclaim by law what
is wrong, and what you intend to hold up to public odium,
beforevou can hold Mr. Corwin, or Mr. any body else up
as a public malefactor for breaking your law. lour aw
must first be made and published. Where there is no law
there is no transgression. Therefore you cannot right¬
fully charge the Secretary of the Treasury, as a Senator
of the United States, with being " improperly" employed
as counsel before the Board of Mexican Commissioners,
which ia the issue in this matter, until you declare by law
that a Senator shall not be so employed, and until he then
shall have rendered himself obnoxious to the provisions of
your law. When all this takes place his conduct will tall
within the range of those acts which are called " mala
vrohilita," and not even then within that class denominat¬
ed " mala in se," unless there be positive corruption.

But, sir, there is another matter brought into thi.5 dis¬
cussion, to which I beg the indulgence of the House for a

short reference.
The investigations of Mr. Wise s committee were co

nected with other matters besides speculations in land
and one of which has been alluded to in this debate. It
was freely admitted by the then Secretary of State, Mr.
Forsyth, that he had been employed as attorney, and was

so employed while Secretary of State, to prosecute against
the Government what is well known as the Galphin claim,
(ieneral Jackson knew, aud the country knew, that Mr.
Forsyth admitted this. It was not denied. He was Sec¬
retary of State, and admitted the fact before the commit¬
tee Here is his evidence, let no one censured Mr.
Forsyth ; and no one then dared to impugn his honor lor
it That thou and now stands above reproach, because it
was his legal right to do so. The Secretary of the Irea-
sury was by the law of 1789 prohibited from prosecuting
or becoming interested in claims against the Government.
But, as I have said, there is no law prohibiting this in
the* heads of the other departments. Now, I beg the ln-

dulgence of the House, by way of digression, to allude
somewhat to this claim, which others have o*ociated with
" Gardinerism," as they call it. I addressed a former
House upon same subject. Dal there are many here
who 1 doubt not, know but little of its merits. The gen¬
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Olds,) in his speech, alludes to
»< Galphinism," or "the Galphins." He says that after
the decease of the lamented Taylor, when Mr. I illmore
entered this hall to take the oath of office, followed by the
Cabinet of General Taylor, Corwin heard the murmur
from the galleries, "there come the Galphins, which
reached every part of the hall.

Well, sir, the gentleman may have heard su<5h a mur¬

mur, but I did not, and never heard of it until I saw it in
his speech.

. , ,.Now, sir, I intend to say something on this Galphinclaim.' Gentlemen may, if they clioosa, continue to cry
out Galphin fraud ; but they shall not do it without the
exposure which is due to truth, as well as right aud jus-
t CMr. Speaker, I am here to-day to defend that claim
against any one who may be bold enough to assail it. I
hold myself ready to say and maintain that there was no
fraud in the Galphin claim. I saw this claim alluded to*
in a paper the other day as " the Galphin swindle." Now,
Mr. Speaker, I ask this House to hear, not as partisans,
what 1 have to assert in vindication of the truth in this
matter. I feel it my duty to do it, in vindication of the
people whom I know, descendants of Galphin, and
men who under him have received their just rights.
rights which were long delayed at the door of public jus¬
tice. Some of these gentlemen reside in the Sute of
Georgia, and some reside in the State of South Carolina.
as high-minded, honorable, and chivalrous men as ever
trod the face of the earth ; men who would scorn to take
a dollar from the Government that was notjustly their due.
Some of these parties 1 know.and I will vindicate them,
and I will vindicate the truth of history, whenever they
or their conduct in this matter are assailed or maligned^There was, sir, no fraud in the Galphin claim. H> «
maintenance of what I say, I shall assert facts aud nothing
but facts, which are uncontroverted in the past, and in-,
controvertible for all time to come. And when 1 am done,
I want to see the man rise up here in the face of these 1Tacts
and say that there was fraud in the payment of that, just
K
These are the facts : In 7773, the Cherokee Indians and

the Creek Indians in the State of Georgia were indebted
to certain traders to a considerable amooat-of money.
They had nothing to pay it with. This wa*

cedegia was a British colony. These Indians ft^cel to c* .e
to the Crown of Great Britain a certain amount ofla-1,
two millions and a half of acres or thcreaUuts-incon-
sideration of which Great Britain was to takethelands
and discharge their debts to these traders. I h««trea'y was

made in 1773. On the 2d May, }" 5; a **
_W J. Themade out by commissioners

r r"ii xrtreatv, to George Galphin for £9,701 15*, M. The war

of the Revolution broke out in 1<<6. The land was not
sold by Great Britain, nor the -lebt or any prlof il paid
and iu 1777 Georgia took possession or the lands. She
cave them as bounty to the soldiers who wonld go and
occupy them. She used them in our national defence in

the war of the Revolution; and George Galphin, in that
dav did your country and the infant colony of Georgia
most essential service in preventing the Indians from mnk-
ine inroads upon the defenceless inhabitants of that un-

protected frontier.
I spook from history and the records of the country.

Gnlphin wan true to the cause of his oountry and her
struggle for independence. And I state here, that the
only section of our State which was not at some period
of the war taken by the British was where settlements
were made on those lands, in the county of Wilkes. There
the British flag has never wared since the declaration of
independence. Nay, more : a fort erected by these set¬
tlers, bearing the name of Washington, on the site of
the present town of Washington.the name contin¬
ued from that day to this.was the first place, as I be¬
lieve, ®n this whole continent, named in honor of the
Father »f his Country. Ttws, say, ^ believe. I do not
state this as a historic fact, for there tanj have been some

place s« called at an earlier date ; I think not, however;
and, until the contrary be shown, 1 shall claim thin honor
for my State, and the peeple of the county of ray birth.
But to proceed with my narrative. The State of Geor¬

gia, in 17H0, passed an act binding and obligating herself
to pay to any of those Indian claimant* who were true to
the country the whofo amount nwarded to them by the
commissioners utyirr the treaty, and for which the
lands were bound tin equity and good faith, with interest
nt six per cent. George Gnlphio was one of them. By
her act she fcssumed this debt of Galphin for £9,791 15s.
6d., with interest at six per cent, per annum. Did not

this solemn act create a just debt * But Galphin died id1780, very soon afti'r the act paused.
Sir, George Waltoo, u signer of the Declaration of ln-dependeace, from the State of Georgia, testified himself,in 1800, that he knew George Galphin ; that "he enjoyedhis friendship in his lifetime that he he was a patriot,and had rendered essential services to the country. Mr,Walton further stated that he was on the aommittee in theGeorgia Legislature thatframed the law of 1780, providing£'or the payment of these claims; that he was chairman ofth.it committee; that he drew the act, and well reoollect-

ed its motives, its sincerity, and its intention of justicew.t/f .that it was an honest debt, due to that "venerable
man.*" Did George Walton want to " swindle "

any body !
Did Gt'Orge Walton plot fraud against your Treasury t
George JValton, the man who risked his life for the liber¬
ties you e.njoy ? Was he sneaking about to get his arm
in*o the Treasury ? Sir, he was made of sterner stuff,and you mi? howl against the G&lphins as long as youplease ; but' while i stand upon the testimony of the man
who stood by this country in its darkest hour, I shall feet
no dishonor ur defending the rights of that man whose
friendship be et joyed while living.

I say there ne ver was a juster claim against the State
of Georgia than tk'iis. She pledged to him the amount of
his debt, which w» s £9,791 15s. 5d. in sterling money,and six per cent, interest. Well, the old man died a
month or two after'.; the venerable old man, as the patriotWalton called him. I saw seme time ago a toast given at
a dinner with this ide.i, that the history of this Adminis¬
tration would be writt en in the blood of the Galphins.And who, sir, was Galj'hin ? He was one of the mostdis-
tinguished men living on the frontiers of your country ; a
man who stood by the patriots who won your liberties
and achieved the independence of your counKry. I state
further, that bis daughter was married to John Milledge,of Georgia, a man whose name the capital of oar State
still bears in the city of Milledgeville, and we do not feel
dishonored by this perpetuation of the name of a man who
was thus connected and allied with George Gulphin! And
whoever wants the history of this Administration written
in the blood of the Galphins, wants it written in tfie blood
of some of tha purest and noblest men who perilled' their
all for the rights and liberties of their country.Now, sir, this claim was presented to the Legislatureof the State of Georgia in 1798 by his son. The commit¬
tee to whom it was referred reported in favor of it. And
it was presented to several Legislatures after that up to
1826; but it was not paid, though almost every commit¬
tee to whom it was referred reported in favor of it as a
just debt against Georgia. Do you ask why it was not
paid ? I will tell yM-, in my opinion, simply because
they did uot have tike money. For the same reason, I
fear, thnt most of our States will fail to pay their debt*
when the question shall be between refusal and very hightaxation. *

Well, why was it presented here! I will tell you. Iu
1790 the General Government passed what is known as
the assumption act. That is, the General Government
brought into a general account the contributions of each
State, either to the general defence or the particular de¬
fence of the common country during the common struggle
of the war for our national independence. At this time
Galphin was dead, and Georgia had not paid this £9,791
15s. 5d. She had pledged herself to pay for the lands
she had taken possession of and disposed of, but she had
not paid the debt, and did not bring it into the account
on the settlement under the assumption act of 1790. The
settlement under the assumption act was thought for a

long time in Georgia to be a final settlement, and that she
could not go behind it. Well, in 1832, the State ot \ ir-
ginia came before Congress and presented claims to a

large amount under these circumstances: She stated that
just before the war closed she had by law promised^ to ail
officers of a certain grade and cluss certain annuities for
life if they would enlist in the service of the United States
during the war. These men had never been called into
service before the termination of the Revolutionary war.
Hut they had enlisted, and claimed their pay according
to contract. Virginia resisted, and finally the courts com¬
pelled her to pay those claims; and the State then came
and asked Congress to re-open the assumption act of
1790, or at least to pay these claims upon the principles
of that act,; because she said that her liability to officers
wa3 of the same nature as the advances for the particular
defence that she had made, and which had been brought
into the assumption act of 1790. Congress, in 1832, as¬
sumed the liability and paid it; and in doing thnt Con¬
gress did right; because Virginia in 1790 did not know
that she was liable or would be liable for these claims.
You paid under that act nearly a million of dollars, per¬
haps more.

Now, then, the representatives of Galphin came and
asked the General Government to pay them £9,<91 15s.
5d., with interest at six per cent. ; which was the liabi¬
lity or debt of Georgia, incurred for the particular defence
of that part of the common country not included iu the
act of 1790, just as they did the Virginia claims, and
identically upon the same principles of equity, and jus¬
tice, and right. In 1836 the Senate passed a resolution
requesting the President of the United States (General
Jackson) to write to the Governor of Georgia to get all
the information in his possession upon the subject. In
January, 1837, General Jackson so wrote; and Governor
Schley, of Georgia.a political friend of Gen. Jackson-
answered the inquiries soon after, and amongst other
things said, " that there it .justly due to the heirs of George
Galphin the sum of nin4 thousand seven hundred and ninety-
one pounds nftr'w shillings and Jive pence sterling money of
Great lirxlam," .J-e.; " and the only question note is, whether
Georgia or the United States ought to pay the money.

' The
claim, like many others, remained for several years ; but
in August, 1848, Congress passed a law requiring the Sec¬
retary of the Treasury " to examine and adjust" it, and
41 to pay the amount which may be found due to Milledge
Galphin, executor of George Galphin, out of any money
in.the Treasury not otherwise appropriated;" and in
pursuance of that law the principal and interest of that
debt was paid. That, sir, lsGalphinism !.its height, its
length, its breadth and depth. There it stands, in all its
naked deformity. Look upon it, examinine it, scrutinize
it, ami tell mo where is the "swindle," and who have
been the " swindlers." When the case was last presented
to Congress, whose hands was it put into ! Into the
hands of George McDuffie, of South Carolina. Who pre¬
sented it! George McDuffie! Did he want to commit a
fraud against your Treasury ! Was he a swindler! It went
before a committee, and who constituted that committee
.Messrs. Ashley, Breese, Berrien, Westcott, and Webster.
They made a report to the Senate, and spread it before
the country in 1847. The bill passed the Senate. There
was no formidable opposition, because the grounds upon
which it was presented and sustained were too clear, as I
believe, to be avoided. Here was the act of Georgia
obliging her to pay that debt.as solemn a debt as ever
was contracted, it was for particular defences, and was
put upon precisely the same grounds of assumption as
the Virginia claims, and no one coulu escape the force of
the reasons.

In 1848 it was before the same committee in the Senate.
The committee was composed of the same gentlemen who
constituted the former committee, with one or two excep¬
tions.a committee of able and practical men. They re¬

ported again in favor of it. Were they the " Galphins"
who perpetrated this monstrous fraud ! The distinguish¬
ed Senator from Michigan, (Gen. Cass,) when Secretary
of War, said that there was no doubt but that the olaim
was just, and the only question was, which should pay it,
Georgia or the United States. Was he one ot the swind¬
lers 1

Early in 1848 the bill came into this House, and was
laid uj>on your table. The report was printed, and the
case referred to a committee of this House. 1 have be¬
fore me the names of that committee, and they are all
honorable men, and unimpeachable. One of the gentle¬
men upon that committee (Mr. Pettit) is nominated by
his party, I see, to be a Senator from the State of Indinna.
Was he a swindler ? Did he think it was a great fraud ?
Was he trying to cheat the publio ! le lie one of those
with whose blood it is the desire of some to write the his¬
tory of this Administration ! Do you want to write the
history of the Administration in the blood of Gen. Cass,
or Mr Forsyth, or Governor Sckley, the blood ot the Ju¬
diciary Committee in the Senate, and in the blood of the
distinguished individual' to whom I have just alladed T
Are all these men Galphins! I believe the gentleman
from Ohio said that they, the '. Galphins," were buried so

deep that the hand of resurrection would never raise them
up But the Democracy in Indiana, it seems, hss im¬
parted new life to one of them.has " golixnizedt' him. at
least, by sending him te-the Senate.

L heard a gentlcmnn inquire how this Galphin claim
passed through this House. I say it passed this House
by the unanimous vote of every man in it, when any one
titm's voice could have prevented it It stood upon its
own merits. No sprech was made in its bthflf. It bad
no advocate but the plain, short, strong argument of the
committee. Their printed report lay upo* your desk for
six months. It wm taken up and acted upon at a thne
when no bill could pass that did not receive the unani¬
mous support of every man in the Howe. Your journal
shown this fact. It passed in August, 1H4H. Were all in
this House then Galphins? It was passed, and carried to
Mr. Folk for hi v- signature. IHd not he understand all about
Galphin? Was not Mr. Forsyth a feed attorney, and did;
he not prosecute it while Secretary of State underJackson T*
Did not Mr. Wise report then that this Galphin claim was
about $160,000? Was not Mr. Polk, as Speaker of this
House at that time, conversant with all these foots? It
is to be presumed that he was. At any event, he signed
the bill two days after it passed. Is he, too, one of thin
famous family of the Galphins T Mr. Walker, Lis Secre¬
tary of the Treasury, paid the principal, but did not pay
the interest, because, ash* stated in his testimony, he did
not have time to investigate that point But he said,
and mark it, that whatever Galphin'n dtbi was, this Gov¬
ernment, by the act of 1M8, had assumed it fulljjr. The
act of Georgia of 17«0, pledging to Qelphin £9,/ 91 lf»s.
5d., with interest at six per cent, »Wua, Wft« not


